
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5 March, 2008

Between 7pm and 8.20pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present Absent
John Hartshorne Chairman
Val Corbett Vice Chair
Sarah Robson
Harry Scott
Clive Emerson

In attendance
Miss Emma Anderson Parish Clerk
PC Nigel Daly Until 7.20pm
Cllr. John Riddle From 7.17pm until 7.37pm

Before the formal business, the Chairman agreed that PC Nigel Daley could provide a brief report on 
policing activities in or concerning the Parish:

PC Daley reported that 1) a mobile speed trap had been used in Otterburn for a period of one and a 
half hours on Sunday, 17 February.  Four speeding offences had been detected and the motorists had 
been warned.  Though not enforceable, these incidents could be taken into consideration if the 
motorists concerned were caught speeding in the future.  2) Under the Avail scheme, Northumbria 
police could now remove uninsured and untaxed motor vehicles.  3)  The first Northumbria police 
surgery would be held in Otterburn Memorial Hall between 9am and 10am on Wednesday, 19 March 
2008.  The Chairman thanked PC Daley for this information.  

1.  Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received and AGREED from Ron Holden, who was unable to attend 
because of his wife’s illness.  Cllr. Brian Corbett had offered his apologies for absence to the Chairman.

2. Minutes of the previous meeting
The meetings of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and 
signed by the Chairman.

3. Matters arising
a) item 3a: Public seating: Damage to seat at Mill corner: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. 

The clerk informed members that the haulage contractor had agreed to collect, repair and return 
the damaged seat.  However, the Chairman reported that the seat could not be repaired and had 
been scrapped.

b) item 3c: Interactive Speed Sign: The Chairman reported that that he had met with the manufacturer 
and had seen the sign demonstrated.  Northumberland County Council (NCC) would install the 
posts and SolarGen, the manufacturer, would install the sign.  The work would be undertaken 
in the near future. There would be a recurring charge of £120 to shift the sign from one end of 
the village to the other.  The Parish Council would meet this coast and that of insurance and 
maintenance.  He thanked Cllr. Riddle for his support in paying for the sign from his NCC 
funds.  Members AGREED.
The Chairman agreed to Cllr. Riddle reporting briefly on three further matters: 1) The 
enforcement officer at Tynedale Council was seeking to resolve the matter of that part of the 
proposed footpath to Otterburn Mill which was currently part of a domestic garden.  IT WAS 
AGREED to proceed with work on other parts of the footpath while this was being resolved. 
2) Negotiations were continuing to resolve the adoption of the roads, sewers and lighting on 
phase two of Willowgreen.  3) NCC had agreed that the remedial work on the A696 into the 
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village was considerably below standard and that the road should be properly resurfaced.  It was 
hoped this would be undertaken in the new financial year.

c) item 3e: Munro’s Buses: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.
d) item 3f: Belonging Communities: The Chairman continued to have concerns about the proposed 

Community Forums as a mechanism of feeding information to the County Council.  He 
reported that a meeting would be held in Bellingham on 17 March.  Clive Emerson expressed 
an interest in attending the meeting with the Chairman.

e) item 3h, 4e, 4f & 4j: Grants to local organisations: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.
f) item 3i: Tynedale Visitor: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. The Chairman thanked the 

Clerk for preparing this item for the visitor guide.
g) item 4b: Bank account signatories: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.  The Clerk had 

nothing further to report regarding compensation as the person responsible at Lloyds TSB was 
on holiday.

h) item 4h: Parish Clerk Training: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. 
i) item 4i: Purchase of lawn mower for Millennium Green: Val Corbett reported that the lawnmower had 

been purchased at a cost to the Parish Council of £330.  The Millennium Green account had 
been closed and the £113 balance had been paid into the Parish Council account.  Vat would be 
reclaimed.

j) item 7a: Police Speed Checks: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. See part 1) of PC Daly’s 
report above.

4. Finance
a) Parish Clerk’s salary and expenses: The Clerk’s claim for salary (£92.75) and expenses (Nil) was 

AGREED.

5. Planning
There were no planning applications to consider.  

6.  New business
a) NNPA Leaders Finance Stream: The Chairman understood that there was a considerable amount 

of money available.  IT WAS AGREED that the Clerk write to seek funding for interpretation 
boards and leaflets for the Otterburn Village Trail.

b) Website Training: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.  The Clerk reported on the free 
websites available to Parish Councils from Parish Council.com. The Chairman had looked at a 
number of Parish Council sites which the Clerk had forwarded to him.  IT WAS AGREED to 
create a website using this system as soon as practicable.

c) Correspondence Received: IT WAS AGREED 1) Not to enter the Calor Northumberland Village of 
the Year Competition; 2) That events celebrating St. George’s Day were best organised by local 
businesses and not the Parish Council; 3) Not to join the Northumberland & Newcastle Society 
and 4) To thank the Calvert Trust for their invitation to the opening of their new climbing wall 
and to advise that the Chairman hoped to attend.

7. Any other business
a) Youth Development Work: A Youth Development worker, based in Bellingham, hoped to organise 

youth activities in Otterburn during the coming months if funding was available.

b) Denis’ Lane: IT WAS AGREED that the Clerk would write to NCC asking for the footpath in 
Denis’ Lane to be resurfaced.

8. Date, time and place of next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7pm on Wednesday, 2 April, 2008 at Otterburn 
Memorial Hall.
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